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SUBJECT: CALL BY NEW SOVIET CHARGE, MARCH 16 

1. ALEXANDRE KONDRATIEV, NEW SOVIET CHARGE D'APPAIRES, CALLED ON 
CHARGE, MARCH 16. KONDRATIEV HAS REPLACED ARTUR VESSELOV AS CHARGE, 
ALTHOUGH VESSELOV REMAINS HERE. ACCORDING TO KONDRATIEV, SOVIET 
AMBASSADOR APANASSENKO REMAINS IN A SANITORIUM IN MOSCOW (WHERE HE 
REPORTEDLY IS DRYING OUT). 

2. KONDRATIEV, WHO CALLED ON CHARGE ALONE, SPEAKS GOOD PRENCH, 

AND HAS HAD A BACKGROUND IN AFRICAN AFFAIRS. PRIOR TO COMING 

TO BRAZZAVILLE, KONDRATIEV SAID HE WORKED IN SECOND DEPARTMENT OP 
MFA, CONCERNED MOST RECENTLY WITH CONGO AND ZAIRE. EARLIER, HE 
WORKED ON ANGOLA, AND HAS SERVED IN THE PAST IN MOROCCO. HE TRAVELLED 

WITH A DELEGATION TO LUANDA IN 1976. KONDRATIEV NEVERTHELESS DOES 
NOT APPEAR ENAMORED WITH AFRICA, ALTHOUGH HIS DISCONTENT WITH THE 
APRICAN WAY OF DOING THINS EXTENDS TO SCORN OP NON-RUSSIAN SOVIET 
MINORITIES INCLUDING KAZAKHS, UZBEKS, GEORIANS, "AND OTHER 
BLACK MARKETEERS." 
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3. KONDRATIEV DIVIDED HIS TIME BETWEEN DISCUSSION OF CONGO AND 
ANGOLA. CONCERNING CONGO, HE SAID THAT ALTHOUGH CONGOLESE LIKED 
TO CHARACTERIZE THEMSELVES AS REPRESENTING A "MARXIST-LENINIST 
STATE", "THE CONDITIONS HERE DO NOT REELECT THAT AT ALL, AND ARE 
UNLIKELY TO." NOR DOES MOSCOW CONSIDER THE CONGO AS A "MARXIST- 
LENINIST STATE." KONDRATIEV VOLUNTEERED THAT THERE ARE 500 
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SOVIETS IN CONGO, INCLUDING FAMILIES. (HE TOLD ERENCH AMBASSADOR 
DUEOURCQ THAT THERE WERE 700). COMMENTING ON CONGOLESE PERCEPTION 
OP CUBANS, KONDRATIEV SAID THAT WHILE CUBANS MAY LIKE TO 
PASHION THEMSELVES POR SOME AS "BEING NON-ALIGNED," "THERE ARE 
MANY DIPPERENT KINDS OF COUNTRIES IN NAM". WHEN CHARGE OBSERVED 
THAT DPRK SEEMED ANOTHER UNLIKELY NON-ALIGNED MEMBER, KONDRATIEV 
SMILED BROADLY. 

4. TURNING TO ANGOLA, KONDRATIEV DID HIS BEST TO CHARACTERIZE CUBAN 
PRESENCE THERE AS RATHER INDEPENDENT OP MOSCOW, MAKING AN EPPORT AT 
A lOKE SAYING, "YOU KNOW THE CUBANS, THEY LIKE TO MAKE THEMSELVES 
OUT TO BE MORE IMPORTANT THAN THEY ARE." KONDRATIEV EXCUSED SOVIET 
AMBASSADOR VOROB'YEV'S DEPARTURE FROM LUANDA, (MOSCOW'S 2245 NOTAL) 

AS OCCASION BY A MEDICAL PROBLEM (A PRACTURED RIB). 

KATZEN 
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